ENOUGH MAN:  DIALOGUE  LIST

I.  INTRO

RK: I think we as trannyfolk do a lot of preaching to outsiders that we don't get these sex changes for sexual reasons.    But we talk about that so hard and strong, that I think we don't want to talk about our sexuality.  That and the fact that a lot of us have bodily discomfort.  How can you talk about it when the first thing you want to say is, well, the thing that I always do in my dreams in fantasies I can't physically do because I don't have the bits for it, and every time I say that it makes me want to cry.  I mean, how do you run your sex life when that's the first thought that comes into your head whenever you talk about it.  You really have to work to find other useful, erotic and positive things to do.

II.  GETTING TO KNOW YOU

CS: I identify as FTM transsexual, which means female to male transsexual.  A transsexual is someone who identifies as a gender that they were not assigned at birth.  Usually if they were assigned female at birth, a transsexual is someone who now identifies as male and vice versa.  But I obviously navigate the world as a man, and I feel like my being brought up as female influences my gender presentation a lot, like I'm really flamboyant, I get perceived often as a big faggot.  I don't mind it, I like it.  And it's not like I don't like swinging out in those communities so it kind of suits me really well.  

WK: I identify both as FTM and as genderqueer.  I see myself pretty clearly as male, but atypical male.  The closest approximation to anything that's represented in the world right now is probably a flaming faggot, like that's me.  I like to knit I like to sew, I like to cook.  

TEO: Genderqueer is a word that I love that it's out there.  I am definitely not a transguy that's going to go stealth.  It makes me nuts when I'm seen in public with my girlfriend and my queerness is invisible, my struggle is invisible, and people assume certain things and will say things in front of me that make me go, whoa, I don't know who you think I am, I don't know what about me made you think I wanted to hear that.  It's hard because it's not that I don't want to pass. I want to be seen as male because that's who I am.  But I haven't quite gotten used to the fact that, I was a big old dyke.  My pronoun use didn't matter because people knew when they saw me coming down the street who I was.

RFS: I definitely do feel sometimes like I really do have to prove my masculinity and I'm trying not to feel like I have to do that, but it is hard when I don't feel solidly like I'm perceived the way that I perceive myself.

JT: I was a girl, I was a girl growing up.  I was a girl growing up.  I was sort of a dorky, awkward girl, but you konw, there's a lot of dorky awkward folks in my family, I'm probably just dorky. I did spend a good amount of time and energy around puberty trying to figure out the right way to be a girl.  The right way to dress, the right way to walk, but I don't know how uncommon that is among biowomen.

DB:  I'm the manager of a porn store in Chicago.  It makes you realize that even though you're transgender it's the people that don't think they're weird that are really the weird ones.  That need help psychologically.  They need to calm down and stop worrying about what people think about them and everything would be a lot better.  Wouldn't be so fucked up in this world.  

T: I became a puppy.  You know, I never thought I was a puppy.  I never thought I was a puppy.  I didn't have any sort of revelation or experience. Talk tothe animals.  I've always wanted to be the pet psychic on animal planet. I wouldn't mind her coming here and actually coming and talking to me when I'm in puppy mode.  I think that would be so hot. That would make a great porn film.  Anyway, the main thing was, I had a conversation with somebody who pointed out that I was a puppy.   I was kind of like, oh, yeah!  So I learned about it, researched it on the internet.  I'd never seen anybody do puppy play.  So, I started experimenting with it in my performance. So, I stopped doing the drag shows with me being the boy, and I started doing the drag shows with me being a dog, and it was so much fun.  It really made me feel better.  I didn't need a therapist, I could just be a dog for the afternoon
RK:  I live in a little tiny rural town in Massachusetts that nobody's ever heard of.  Myself, my wife and my boy are as far as we know the only transsexuals in town, of various and sundry stripes.  We're all post-transition and we all live together.  And we're all pansexual.  And we're all perverts and we're all activists and we're all very out.  It's interesting to be very out in this little rural town. 

But most people think-- transsexuals especially-- but transgender people in general, belong to urban areas.  They aren't at farms, they aren't in the middle of nowhere.  Or if they are, they're trying to get out of there as fast as they possibly can.  We came to this place. We were in the big city and we came to this place.  

NN: For me, in terms of the way that gender affects a person, the way that you relate to the world, the way the world perceives you, based on your presentation, what you do about your presentation, and all of that is really governed more by being a sex worker than by being female, or being a whatever-gendered person.  

I was never able to identify why I felt so different from a lot of other people in this sort of very basic way.  So, I guess for me I feel like that was my experience.  Being seen as a whore long before I ever was.  And that influenced the genders I've gone through and the gender presentations that I've gone through.

RF: Through going to the reservation where my people are from, the Eastern band of Cherokee in what's now called the USA around NC is where I really connected with my ancestors and that process started unfolding.

RK: I really do feel that my transgenderism, and everyone’s, this is my opinionated self, but I think that being third is a sacred path.

RF:  In certain tribal cultures there have always been folks who were able to walk between the sexes if you will in a linear way, also have the gift and the ability to walk between these worlds, meaning the earthly plane and the plane of spirit and the ancestors.  

RK: And yeah, there are people out there who say being trans doesn’t necessarily give you a spiritual mandate to do any particular thing.  I’m sorry, I think those people are afraid of their job.  I think yes, it does give you a job, an assignment.  You may not like that job, you may hate it,

JT: You may spend your whole live ignoring it

RK: Although that’ll cost ya.  Um, but it’s there.  And sooner or later, you’ll be better off when you say, okay, this is my job.   

III.  BODY
WK: I have issues with having my chest be touched just because, not so much that it's triggering that my breasts are there and I'm being perceived as female, but because I feel as though my chest is underneath them.  So whenever someone's touching my chest, I'm like, no wait, deeper.  It feels like there's this thing between my chest and my partners.  And that is really hard for me, because no matter how someone touches it, they're not going to be able to touch what really feels like it's part of me.  I'm really looking forward to being touched after surgery and how good that's going to feel.  

RF: I wouldn't not be bound and go to bed.  Or sometimes I didn't want my chest touched, or if someone touched my chest in a particular way that I felt they were relating to them as my breasts, rather than my chest, I would just freak out.   
RK: When you open that door and it starts to come out, first it comes out a little, then a little more, and then you get to the point where you can't have sex any other way, and then you get to the point where it stops being just sexual and it starts taking over your whole life, and you don't want to stop.  When you finished the sex game and you don't want to take the strap-on off, you want to go to the store with it.  

TE: I 'm not totally into having to pass or having to look like the proper submissive or having to look like this or having to look like that.  I am just the way I am.  So, the T just helped me build up my self-esteem from past relationships, where my sexuality had got pretty much overrided. If ever I brought up trans stuff, even like, oh I really hate my tits today or something, the ex-girlfriend goes, oh my god I love your breasts, oh I love you don't change a thing, I don't want to see you change I love the way you are you're perfect.  Well, not perfect she never said that, but anyway.  You know what I mean, so I'd been teaching myself to not tell anybody.

TEO: And even w/o having had chest surgery, I realize when I open my eyes and look in the mirror I see the person I saw when I closed my eyes before. I don't think I thought I would look quite as burly, but it's kind of funny. 

RF: Testosterone, and I did have a very high sex drive regardless of what gender I was identifying as, but my first year, year and a half on T, was ridiculous.  I mean it was pretty out of control. It just was.  I mean I either had to be like getting off all the time or masturbating or whatever.  And that's, I mean I'm very amorous now, yet at the same time I still have to get up and go to work every day.  There's other things in life we do.  So, you know, those things come into play.    

DB: There's been a lot of talk among transguys that a lot of that first real boost in libido is due to the growth of the clitoris 

TE: You definitely feel like you're growing a dick.  Your pants are in the way some days.

DB: because it's constantly stimulated daily against its will.  It's growing and all the nerve endings are growing and all the blood is coming in there,

TE: You can't quite concentrate as well as you'd like to because you have to go and spend three minutes masturbating.

DB:  and there's this new body part that you get to explore.  That just makes a lot of people excited about their body for the first time ever. That's another characteristic, people that never once wanted to look in the mirror are all of a sudden at the mirror, like narcissus.  You can't get enough, you have to go analyze every hair that's coming in.  You look at different bits of your body.

CS:  For me part of my gender, which kind of contradicts a lot of guys out there, is that I don't have this big cock.  I have my couple centimeters little dick.  In our culture we're constantly bombarded with images of men with big cocks.   The phallus is eroticized, it's considered something of power, 

NN: manifest destiny and large skyscrapers.  there's all this size-ism.  
CS: For myself, my masculinity has nothing to do with what's in my pants.  

WK: I come up with lists of why I'm glad my cock isn't real.  I'm not ever planning on having bottom surgery because it wouldn't work, and what I've got works.  So it's just sort of coping since i'm going to have to be dealing with that for the rest of my life so I might as well cope.  My cock never goes soft it's always hard.  It's always ready to go, it's always hard.  I can boil it and disinfect it.  I will never get an infection in my cock. There will be no unplanned children from it.  I don't have to have it always dangling between my legs when I'm walking.  

RFS: You can get the nifty sparkly colors. 

WK: Multi colors, features, like bumps and curves.  If it's too small, I can buy a bigger one, if it's too big, I can buy a smaller one.  I can turn it around and use it on myself.  I remind myself why it's good that I have a dildo as a cock.  

WK:  I’m less dysphoric and more dissociated from my body.  So it’s hard for me to feel it when I’m being touched.  So topping is a way for me to express myself sexually without necessarily having to be touched.  

RFS: I tend to be a switch, depending on who I’m with.  But bottoming for me, it’s like a gender expression for me.  Just being this boy being put in his place.  
DB: I do definitely have a strong desire to have male genitals but I know that nothing I could ever get an operation for would never equal my fantasy.  So I've been really comfortable using what I've been given.  It's the argument that it's your gender, not the body. 

RK:  For me, I've decided that it's important to me to try and use every bit of everything that I've got.  Even though sometimes I have to get dysphoric and run away.  Most of the time it's okay, and thank God I have erogenous zones.  Some of my work is with the intersex community.  I am also intersexual and I have been the intersex liaison for the American Boyz for a long time, so I'm sort of this bridge between the trans and intersex communities, and I have to listen to these intersex folks who had their bits lopped off in infancy, and they've never had an orgasm and never will.  And my bits were thankfully left alone, and I feel so glad about that, so grateful.  I mean thank God I've got erogenous tissue, it doesn't look like what I want it to look like, sometimes it's painfully mismatched, but Damn, it works.  Damn, let's use it.  

WK: In my mind, biology and gender are very separate, and as long as I'm with someone who I know, if they have their fingers up my vagina, they're still perceiving me as male, then it doesn't really matter.  It's about how I'm being perceived that matters most.

CS: And I know for a lot of guys, the "extra bonus tranny hole" as I've heard some people say, a lot of people see that place as invisible or can't relate to it because it's so triggering of anything feminine.  My I know for myself, I got it, I might as well use it. 

NN: The male slot.  

CS: Oh yeah that was the new term.  You can put your package in my male slot.  No postage necessary there.
CS:  So, you all, well I don't know if all of you, but Annie Sprinkle does this really amazing cervical viewing where she sticks a speculum in her cunt, opens it up, and lets the audience come up and see it.  I like to call this the Andy Sprinkle lack of cervix viewing.  And I'm Andy Sprinkle.  

NN: So, we are looking at Casey's boyhole, sans cervix.  

NN: We did this the first time because Cupid had had a hysterectomy and we wanted to see what the difference would be, before and after.  

RK: So I feel really strongly for myself, even if no one else is making that choice, for me, I have to use what I've got.  And Josh and I are both really into penetration.  We really like to fuck and get fucked.  It's really good. That's one thing about being a tranny, we sort of take turns sometimes.  Okay, last month was his turn, now it's my turn to curl up into fetal position and cry and say don't touch me.  It's okay when you're with another trans person, they understand, they know there's nothing I can do to make it better except sit htere and pat you on the head and wait.  Maybe that waiting will be days.  But that's okay, it will go away, and the demon will move to someone else in the bed.  So we have a lot of patience with each other in this. I think patience and understanding that non trans people wouldn't have.  It's the dark side really of tranny sexuality, dealing with that body dysphoria.

TEO: It's really tough to say, this is who I am, this is my body, this is how I want you to touch me, this is what I want in between us when we touch.  And also I think there's a lot of shame about who we are and that I deserve to be protected. And that sense of, this is the only person that's ever going to want to have sex with me.  Since transitioning, I've had that problem that I didn't have as much when I as living female-bodied.  Being a transguy with a lot of body image issues and being an HIV-positive transguy.  Like who the hell... that's one of the reasons I put off transitioning, like who's ever going to want to love me or have sex with me now.  Because now I have way more stuff to tell on a first date than I did before.  So I see that compounded with the FTM population but definitely in the lesbian populations.  We don't want to talk about sex.  We all order our toys online.  We don't want to actually go into a store and admit we have sex.

CS: So I think for transguys there aren't a lot of options, well there are a lot of materials to have safer sex with, but there is no transguy condom, there's no, well the dental dam is thought of as something that gets put  on a woman's pussy. It's not something that a lot of guys, and myself, feel comfortable putting on their bodies.  I feel a little more comfortable with saran wrap, but in my head I've labeled it as this pussy device.  And I don't have a fucking pussy, I have a cock.  I might be hung like a gerbil but I got a cock.  Shit!  But this friend of mine a couple of years ago came up with the idea of making a transguy condom.  Something that's maybe knid of like a dental dam so it can cover the area but has something, like a bump on it so things can fit kind of snug.  So if you're gonna be giving it a blow you can really get your lips around it and suck it. I don't think lifestyles or durex would ever market it, I don't htink there's enough of a market for it, but maybe it's a challenge for the people watching this to create.  Take the idea and run.  Grab your latex supplies or whatever you got going on and make a condom, because I don't want to fucking use a dental dam.  But I still want to have safer sex. 

TEO: I met a woman that was HIV-positive, she was upfront that she was HIV positive.  I bought the lie I was told which was that I was at a very low risk.  there were a lot of issues in the relationship.  She was violent.   the idea of actually asking for protection would set her off.  It was one of those things where if I wanted to make it through my day without getting hit, I was willing to take some risks about a disease I could die from twenty years from now.  When I went to get tested, they didn't even want to test me because I was supposedly not at risk.  They said, you don't need a test, and I was like, I want a freaking test.  they didn't know what to do with me when my test came back positive because I was the only person at the time living as a dyke that came up positive.  Absolutely nobody knew what to do.  They didn't know where to refer me, they didn't know how to handle the situation.  Yeah, it might be 1 in 150,000, but I'm the person that has to take 20 pills a day today because I was that 1 in 100,000.

IV.  ATTRACTION

DB:  It's probably one of the most life-affirming experiences when people are attracted to you and let you know that and let you know that you're hot.  It just really solidifies all the work that you do, every time, if you're doing shots or rubbing gel, and all the times you have to go to the doctor and get the blood tests.  It makes all of that extra crap that you hate so much, worth it.  Because, suddenly people are reacting to you in a way that you want to be.

RF:  I went from being a femme straight female, looking like this, to then being bisexual femme, then butch, then was straight up dyke.  So I've been all over the map with my sexuality.  Now I feel very comfortably queer.  I mean I'm in this relationship, it's a monogamous relationship, and all of my desire and sexual attention is focussed here, though that hasn't shifted my sexuality.  

JT: The way I first came to deal with it was through sex play.  I was very aggressive sexually and I never really thought much of it, because I wasn't really a very dominant or aggressive person in general.  But my sexuality was very aggressive, I was very in-your-face with it.  When I was at my dykiest, I had a crewcut and a mini skirt and I would get in people's faces and come on to them real hard and I actually made a lot of girls run away.  I actually found out now that I'm a guy that's called sexual harassment.  I was a little too forward, which as a girl, gets laughed off, but as a guy is not acceptable at all. 

RK: We're retraining him

JT: Yes, must treat girls respectfully.  Yeah, so I had sex with a lot of older heterosexual men, and I freaked a lot of men out, I was never quite sure why.  When I had sex with more bisexual men, they started cluing me in.  A few of them would say that I was very male, or very aggressive, or even intimidating. I certainly don't think of myself as intimidating or aggressive.  But basically the genderfuck in sex got a lot more explicit.  And I started wanting to...

RK: Fuck guys up the ass with dildos?  

JT: Well, yes, that.  But other things as well… 

CS: Well, I definitely have my favorite flavors.  Powerful women being one of them.  I tend to date a lot of women that do sex work.   I'm someone who's very conscious about my gender, and it seems like a lot of the sex worker/powerful women-- I don't know, in my head I equate it to being powerful-- seem to be very conscious about their gender as well.  So we share some comraderie with that.  

RFS: Before I came out as trans, I was really super attracted to androgyny because I wanted to be that way, so I was like, wow.  But now that I'm more comfortable with who I am, it's opened up who I'm attracted to.  I don't need to get that from somebody else because it's already there in me.

RK: When I say I'm pansexual, I like guys, I like girls, I like trannies best.  I have a real hard-on for my own kind.  I love FTMs, I love MTFs.  To me, being in bed with, and being in a relationship with, someone who is also third gender, who understands what it is to shapeshift your body, who understands body dysphoria that you can't really do anything about sometimes, what it is to really get it, really understand what it is to be not quite male or female.

CS: I also tend to date a lot of transsexual guys.  Probably for the comraderie reasons as well, or you know, that, I tend to eroticize my body a lot, I think it's really hot, I think it's really beautiful.  And I think that other bodies that are enhanced or modified I think are really sexy.  So I also have a huge attraction to other transguys

N: It could be also there's the aspect of the lengths that you go to, to make your body something that you eroticize.  

DB: I've never dated men ever.  I've only really dated women.  I've had sex with men.  I've never met a man that I desired that sort of relationship out of.  

RFS: I do get worried about being perceived as a girl while having sex with someone who was labeled male at birth who still expresses himself that way.  but once I get past that, if they can prove to me that they're not seeing me in that way, just in the way they touch me or the way they relate to me, then it's really pretty much the same.  

WK: I'm worried about being perceived as female in that situation.  And I tend to be attracted to feminine bioguys.  I don't know if that's because of my attraction or because masculine bioguys intimidate me too much to even think about being attracted to them.  I'm like, oh no you're scary! 

CS: But I'm also attracted to lots of other things, like wearing diapers, being crushed, being choked, being spit on…being pissed on-- oh pee, pee's a good one!  
CS: I have a thing for piss in my ears.

NN: Piss is pretty sterile, not entirely sterile but pretty sterile.  But you should always know your partner and know your risks.  You  need to be very careful when you're doing golden showers, not to infect anyone with things, because we don't like to spread things. 

NN:  Well, you're a fetishist.

CS: I'm a fetishist and a slut and an exhibitionist and a voyeur to some extent.  My sexuality is really broad.  I'm attracted to perviness.

JA: After we had actually, like, been intimate, he said to me that he was trans.  I was like, what’s that?

RF: No, she was like, what the fuck is that?

JA: Well, I didn’t want to swear, but, yeah, I didn’t know because I only knew about male to female, and I was just like, what?  So I just didn’t understand.  Then he explained it to me and I was just kinda like, oh, alright.  

RF:  I love to eat her pussy.  I love to fuck her regardless of what I'm using.  From my tongue to my dick to my hand to a prosthetic.  I love to kiss, I love to be all up in her tits..

RF:  Well, for about a year I was very faggot-identified.  I was not interested in anybody that was female-identified in any way and was most in a very non-trans, like partyboy, kind of environment.  

DB: I know I can go get sex, and that's the bottom line.  Because I'm interested in men, and gay men have a society, a part of their socialization is built on people being promiscuous and/or okay about their sexuality and being around other men in that way and there's a very public-ness to their sexuality. 

DB: I usually just go to back bars, or a place or a venue that is about sex to begin with so there's always that common interest.  I've never seen anybody get raped, I've never seen anyone forced to do anything. The complaint of men in a men only space is that some men are so persistent.  And for the first time in men's lives the start to-- you know, I wish they were all translating it, I don't think they all do-- but they actually get hit on in the way that women will on a daily basis. But most of the time men are incredibly sensitive to each other in those situations and never do anything aggressive, that could be read as aggressive. 

TE: I love gay male spaces, they're the best.  

DB: Leather bars, yeah

TE: Mmmm.  I'm not brave enough to go in the back back room, even though I've had to go in the back back room to find him.  Out of all our friends, if we can't find Dale, it's like, Tommy, will you go in the back back room and find Dale?  And part of me, I really enjoy it, but I haven't had the guts to go down on my knees yet.  But one day I will.  It's an ambition of mine.  I love gay male, leathermen, gay male things.  Mainly in the BDSM scene, that whole leatherdaddy thing.  It just makes me melt.  I remember this year my fascination was with the chests, because there were lots of furry chests there.  I think one guy I nearly tripped over his margarita.  I was like, that is amazing!  

V.  RELATIONSHIPS

NN:  I think that Casey came up with this term the other day for our relationship that I think is really suitable, that we're partners in perv. We were also using the terms that he was my girlfriend and I was his boyfriend because both of us we're feeling really conflicted about being still seen as queer and dating someone who's being perceived as the opposite gender.  So for us it was a way of preserving queerness, fucking gender once again.

RFS: It definitely helped this past year to be close to someone as I was really dealing with a lot of gender stuff, dealing with really being out at school.  At the same time, as we were both coming to terms with our identities, one person would be tlaking about having a gender issue and that would totally trigger the other person.  Sometimes we can't be there for each other because we're dealing with a lot of the same issues.

RK: my relationship with my wife, who's MTF isn't quite opposite sex,  it's same-sex in the sense that we're both third, but it's more butch-femme.  Although there's some question as to who's the femme butch and who's the butch femme.  But I really wanted a same sex relationship and I can't have that with anyone that's male or female. I can't, it just doesn't work.  

CS: So Natalie, why is it you like to do porn with me?

NN: Well, on the academic, intellectual level... no, I like to do porn with Casey because Casey's in a position where he really likes to be an exhibitionist and show off, and eroticize and objectify his body.  I think for a lot of transgender folks that's really important, a lot of trangender/transsexual folks, because it's not done and it's not seen and people haven't gotten up close and personal and see how other transgender people fuck.

DB: I used to always meet people who'd want to have an open relationship or polyamory.  I'd never been able to reach that sort of situation until recently when I started to realize inside myself that there were times that I wanted to have sex with other people even when I was with someone or was interested in someone, there would be times when i'd be doing my own thing and it would occur to me, yeah, I'd like to go out and have sex with somebody and it's not you.

TEO: I live with a woman and I love her dearly.  One of the things we've decided is, I don't need to sleep with other women.  I get what I want from her and I have that emotional attachment to her so I don't need to do that.   So we have an agreement that at any point that I want to explore sex with men, that's fine with her, 40 She's like, maybe you'll pester me less, if you're having sex with me.  You won't be like, hello, will you have sex with me now?  She' slike no, and five minutes later, now?

RK: I'm poly because I couldn't not be poly.  I've always been poly.  Ever since I became sexually active I've been poly, which was the age of 15, so that's 22 years.  I'm poly because even if I try to be monogamous, or even polyfidelitous with my two lovers, everyone in the world starts to look good, and I know they're not, it's just my dick talking.  

WK: Well I got into polyamory because of this one here.  It was sort of like, oh no, I have a crush on someone who's in an open relationship, whatever do I do.  And I was like, wait, I can just date them.  That's okay.  I've heard a lot of poly people say they could never be in a monogamous relationship, and I don't necessarily feel that way about myself in my own life.  I feel like there are two options and I can do both of them and be happy with both of them.  

NN: I've always been polyamorous, nonmonogamous, since day one.  That expectation was just something that wasn't included in my relationships.  It was just sort of natural to not do that.  Which was a little weird in high school, there weren't a lot of other people doing that.  But it seemed to make the most sense then.  Casey and I have never even discussed having a monogamous relationship, I don't think we have a relationship like that.  I think we have different expectations from what we want out of everyday relationships.

RK: So, we have heavily negotiated polyamory as to who can do what with whom. And the three of us have a fluid bond, we'll be doing safe sex on camera later, but normally we don't have safe sex because the three of us are fluid bonded. And the deal is that we can have completely unsafe sex with each other, in our own bed (and we do all three sleep together), and with anyone else it has to be full latex.  So that's how we keep ourselves safe and protected.  That was even part of my marriage vows.

RF: I’ve been in a lot of relationships and I was polyamorous for many years prior to being in this relationship.  So everybody knew, I mean, I’ve never, it’s never been an issue with any non trans women I’ve been with, any trans women I’ve been with, any transmen I’ve been with.  It’s been an issue for some non trans gay men I’ve been with and then for otehrs it hasn’t.  So I’ve kind of been in a myriad of relationships.  More often than not, it wasn’t really an issue meaning that it was something that was problematic.  

CS: One thing I think we do really well is we talk with each other about our other relationships, give each other advice and feedback, and ask lots of questions and be really supportive of the other's relationships.  I personally get really excited about Natalie's relationships outside of whatever we got going on.  

TE: I'm in a dominant/submissive relationship with one mistress. The mistress is a trainer to me, I am a human puppy.  I'm also in the role of houseboy, so there's a lot of house maintenance.  So basically the whole process is learning about submission and how empowering that is as opposed to thinking, oh my God, I've got to do this, I've gotta do that. 

RK: And also DS is very important to me, in the sense of dominance and submission not being a play thing necessarily. But being something real in my life that is meaningful and even a spiritual path.  And I wanted to find someone else who also felt that way.  So now I have my sort of opposite sex butch-femme relationship with an equal power dynamic and a same-sex relationship with an opposite power dynamic.

JT: I believe I just came to you and told you that I wanted to be owned.  

RK: That you were looking for an ownership situation.

JT: And he was like, I decided that people don't actually do that.  And it was my job to convince him that yeah, people do actually do that. 

RK: Well I'd tried with people who thought they wanted that, but really it just gave them a hard-on.  It's different for people who want to do it full time.  It's not just about sex, it's about how you want to run the relationship, it's about how you want to live.  

RK:  Well, I own him, and we signed a contract that's very specific, it's not a fetishy contract

JT: It's not a legally binding contract.

RK: No, it's not legally binding, there's no law that keeps it in place.  It's held in place by our honor

JT: It's not so much like a marriage license, but more like marriage vows.  If you marry someone, you're not legally obligated to love, honor, and cherish them.  but it's sort of in that same spirit.

RK: Everything we do is negotiated, extremely negotiated.  It's all very above board.  When I decide I want to change something about him or his behavior, I discuss it with him first.  And we decide whether it's a good idea, and he gives me input about how it could be better done, that sort of thing. 

DB: So polyamory has become more open to me based on the fact that-- and not even polyamory the idea, because that means many loves-- I don't even know many people in polyamorous relationships that have many loves.  They're just having many sex in my opinion.   

TE: Well, polyamory is like a family, too, right?

DB: Yeah. So an open relationship, I would probably be more a part of something like that.  I just can't put up with people on that consistent of a basis (41:10).  I would run out of there, I'd have to live alone.  There's just no way.  

TE: You're a grumpy old man

DB: I'm a grumpy old man.  

JT: I always wanted to have a big family, and not in the sense of spawning lots of children, but living in a large group of people of different ages, and different relationships, all together in a big house, and I saw poly as a way to do that.  

RK: : A lot, certainly not everybody, but a lot of people who do poly, it's because they don't want to be monogamous, but a lot of us do it because we want a tribe and we want to build those bonds not necessarily through blood kin.  In fact a lot of us have been rejected by our blood kin.  Recently someone emailed me through the amboyz website looking for siblings and family members of transfolk to interview, and I said, well most of us, the attitudes of our familes, including our siblings varies from 'wouldn't piss on you if you were on fire' to 'will kill you on sight'.  We often lose our families.  Bella's lost her family.  Mine, I haven't necessarily lost them, but I'm not close with them.  Josh has lost most of his family through transition.  So, we do this to build a family.  And also many of us are sterile.  I had a child, Josh and Bella haven't and aren't going to.  So, breeding and blood are not the ways we're going to be doing this.  So in many ways, the bond of friendship, and in many ways the bonds of love and sex are the bonds we use to build family and tribe.  

VI.
LEATHER

JT: The SM community is great because you can have really intense sex without taking your clothes off. At least most of your clothes.

RK: You can keep your pants on. 

JT: It tends to be a lot freer in terms of gender because it's about behavior and not the individuals. 

DB: And that's the thing about the leather community, we're so outcasted that we do get along very well, and we do communicate across the line.  Most people whoare heterosexual and in BDSM, be they top or bottom, they have friends that are queer, and that's the bottom line.

TE: They're sort of ten times more aware than other situations in a gay male environment or a lesbian environment or a high school reunion or something.

DB: Totally.  It is really amazing how often you will run into people who are involved in the leather community that identify as heterosexual who have so much more of a wider knowledge about trans issues than gay men or lesbians.  It's kind of disturbing.  It's really weird.

TE: I think there should be heaps of laws changed for BDSM porn because I think it's just ridiculous, just making out that BDSM is the evil of the sex world, and it's just like, BDSM is such a safe environment, there's not necessarily any penetrative sex involved, there's not necessarily anything that dangerous.  Most people that are in that arena know what they're doing, and if there were porn made for that, anything educational, it would b egreat.  But I don't think that it's accessible enough to young people who are interested in BDSM.  

D: They're already having  a problem when people teach that homosexuality is okay in schools, the last thing you're ever gonna find in a sex-ed course is BDSM.  How do we tie someone up without hurting them... you konw?   Handcuffs are a terrible idea, they're just a nice show item, really they cause bruising.  

RK: And the problem is the sex that I have is not fruit and oceans and sweetness.  It’s often pretty rough and violent.  There’s a strong D/S component to it.  It’s not politically correct, it’s not egalitarian, often.  Sometimes it is, it is with my wife, but even there, you get kinky.  It’s not the kind of sex that a lot of people think of as being sacred.  It really isn’t.  People look at anything—first of all anything with a power dynamic couldn’t be sacred.  It must be abuse, right?

VII.  YOU’RE ALL PERVERTS

NN:  I mean, what are we saying when we're saying perverted?  We're using that term in relation to the culture we're immersed in.  And so, related to that, transgendered sex is naturally perverted, regardless of how vanilla it is.  It's not something that is common or accepted in the culture we're immersed in.  

RK: I think part of why we're as kinky as we are is because when you can't fixate your sexuality on anything normal, because normal stuff will trigger dysphoria.  You know, how could we have normal sex, what would that be?  with whom?  When your genitals have changed enough, you can't have normal sex anyway.  

NN: So, on that level, all transsexuals are perverts.  Period.  And all people that have sex with transsexuals are perverted. So I think, once you're there, you might as well just keep going.

CS: So all y'all who've fucked me in the past, you're all perverts!
JT: One of the ways that it seems to come out, and we’ve talked about this a lot, about being a catalyst.  About being something that makes people change just by being there.  Being something that makes people think, just by existing.  Especially in that all of this gender theory crap isn’t just theory, it’s people’s lives.  It’s not just a couple of academics or something that feminists talk about to dismantle the patriarchy.  No, it has nothing to do with that. 

RK: (13:46)  It’s our flesh.    

JT: It’s your body, it’s your life, it’s what you do.  

RK: It’s our flesh and our blood and our pain.  [Stephen chest] And it’s us getting beat up in the street, it’s us not being able to get medical care, it’s us not seeing images of ourselves in religion—standard religion—it’s all of this sort of thing.  It’s not something that we can stand back from. It’s not something we can talk about in nice Jungian terms, like anima and animus, no.  I look in the mirror, it’s real.  
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